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The Samurai, the Monk and the Gates of Paradise 


The Samurai, the Monk and the Gates of Paradise 


Hakuin Ekaku (1685-1768), was a monk of the Rinzai sect, known as the “school of 
sudden enlightenment’, he vigorously opposed other Zen sects that preferred to let 
enlightenment appear gradually through years of zazen meditation. 


One day a soldier named Nobushige came to Hakuin, and asked: “Is there really a 
paradise and a hell?” 


“Who are you?” inquired Hakuin. 
“lam a samurai,” the warrior replied. 


“You, a soldier!” exclaimed Hakuin. “What kind of ruler would have you as his guard? 
Your face looks like that of a beggar.” 


Nobushige became so angry that he began to draw his sword, but Hakuin continued: 
“So you have a sword! Your weapon is probably much too dull to cut off my head.” 


As Nobushige drew his sword Hakuin remarked: “Here open the gates of hell!” 


At these words the samurai, perceiving the master’s discipline, sheathed his sword 
and bowed. 


“Here open the gates of paradise,” said Hakuin. 
Epilogue... 


| like this story because it is a reminder that if you don’t control your emotions, they will 
control you. Like a sword stroke, words unleashed in anger cannot be taken back. 
Take a deep breath before you react, and if a response is necessary, make it 
appropriate to the offense. Beheading is a bit extreme for an insult. 


Peace my friends. 


Share this: 


WV Twitter @ Facebook 


yx Like 


Be the first to like this. 


Related 


The Tiger, the 
Samurai and 

the Monk 

July 1, 2012 

In "Samurai Tale" 


The Fly — 

Samurai animation 
July 1, 2012 

In "Meditation" 


July 1, 2012 
Categories: Samurai Tale . . Author: samuraifitnessmaine 


Leave a comment 
No comments yet. 


Comments RSS TrackBack Identifier URI 


Leave a Reply 


Enter your comment here... 


Training with Tengu 
on Mt. Kurama 
July 1, 2012 

In "Bokken" 


The Samurai’s Three Sons Impatient Young Samurai and the Old Master 


Categories 

Bokken MTWtT FS 
Fitness 

Fudo Myo-o 

Meditation 2. 3) Me 25. 36° UF 


Miyamoto Musashi 


Mt. Kurama 9 10 11 12 13 14 
O'Sensei Ueshiba 16 17 18 19 20 21 
Samurai 


; 23 24 25 26 27 28 
Samurai Tale 


Strategy 30 31 
Takuan Soho 


Tameshigiri 

Tengu 

Test Cutting 
Tsukahara Bokuden Search 


Uncategorized Blog_at WordPress.com. 


July 2012 
June 2012 


Discuss 

Get Inspired 

Get Polling 

Get Support 

Learn WordPress.com 
Theme Showcase 
WordPress Planet 
WordPress.com News 


IR 


15 


29 


